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fx] the claims, 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I me international application as originally filed. 

the description, pages 1-6,9-14,16-24, as originally filed, 
pages , filed with the demand, 

pages 7, 8/1, 8/2, 15, received on 10 August 2004 with the letter of 10 August 2004 
pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 
pages , filed with the demand, 

pages 26, 27, 28 , received on 10 August 2004 with the letter of 10 August 2004 
_ P a S es 25 received on 26 August 2004 with the letter of 26 August 2004 

XJ the drawings, pages 1/8-8/8, as originally filed, 
pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , received on with the letter of 
I I m e sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

** ,a T ag r' aU ^ 6lementS ^ above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. ^ 8 

Tlhese elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is- 
|_J the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
Q the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

n JSSSSS ° f tranSlati ° n for * Shed f ° r pUip0SeS ° f ^ernational preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 

Wl ^el£j? nUC ! e0tide an ^r amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: miernauonai 

I I contamed inmemtenmtionalapphcationmwritte 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
CH famished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

^ S^ST *? ^ SUbSe ^ U !, n 5 ly witten se 1 uence listin g d ^s not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 

D Sn rnSned^* inf0nnation reCOrded ta com P uter readable fo ™ « ^cal to the written sequence listing has 
I | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

QJ the description, pages 

| | the claims, ' Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c ™* considered to 



report as originally filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 7017) 
Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement FF y> 
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Industrial applicability (IA) 
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2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

NOVELTYfNn 
Claims 1-27 
WO 2000/56671 
US 5865956 
US 4781796 

None of the above citations disclose a process/apparatus for the conversion of sludges and carbonaceous 
materials, charactensed in that the process comprises the steps of : (a) heating the material to be converted whilst 
being conveyed through a heating zone of a reactor in the absence of oxygen for the volatilisation of oil 
producmg vapour product and a solid residue or char; (b) contacting the vapour product and char whilst 
conveying that char through a reaction zone of the reactor at a determined 'Veight hour space velocity" so as to 
promote vapour-phase catalytic reactions; and (c) removing and separating the gaseous products and char from 
the reactor wherein the material and the resulting char are conveyed by way of a non-positive conveyor, and less 
man 5 / 0 ot the material to be converted is passed from the reactor in a time less than that required to heat it to a 
temperature of more than about 400 C. 

INVENTIVE STEPfTS) 
Claims 1-27 : As above : 
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